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CREATIVE WRITING/POETRY

Fatima INUWA
Department of English, Gombe State University

A PAUPER'S FESTSCHRIFT

Kwashiorkor is a disease

In me it’s a tree that grows

Spreading its roots daily

As the hookworms in me protest

Feeding daily on bones in my ulcerated stomach
As my stomach churns

And dances to the rhythm of hunger

[ am me

My head shaven

With a broken bottle

A clipper is forbidden

A barber shop not my bidden
That [ know

Working tirelessly on Mallam's farm
Trekking to the Mallam's wives errands
[ am beaten to a pulp

If I sleep without permit

In my matchbox tent

Tatty clothes
Aesthetically perused with holes
A pauper's air condition

Bellow out
This pauper is human
Be humane
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SWORDS OF DAMOCLES

Alas, scintillating northern wind
Such evanescent harmattan breeze
With the velocity of your whips
Lashing endlessly

Dancing on harmattan hitten skins
And ringworm infested heads

This pauper naked, sighs and mourns
To the whispering winds

Its pathetic strokes, he endures

With tears flowing like River Euphrates

Denied of this world's joys
Devoid of care

Robbed of mirth

Embezzled of livelihood
Gallivanting in melancholy
Moving from creation to decay

In his memory a scar
That seems from afar
A parental neglect

Oh, this forsaken pauper

Soul slashed with swords of damocles
His dessert pending

Appetizer still booting

Main course deleted

Pleased, the Almighty's orders to perform
Go on ye to the earth and multiply

[ speak in this antique tongue

[ saw in gradual vision through my tears
Lest ye multiply positively not in negation

So that the vast Republics

That may grow

Resound Sardauna's Northern utopia
Not a pauper's dystopia

Meandering in umbra and penumbra

The sun has long set

Stars peeping out of their blankets

The Almajiri sets

To the Mallam's dungeon

With an empty, rusted plate

His heart filled with swords of Damocles
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UMBRAGE

Hopeless pauper

Sitting sorrowfully wailing
Shoulders cast down

Like a tempestuous night

Seeing him so piteously perplexed
From within him hell
Outside of him hell

This poor butchered paupers’ woes
Writing sorrow on the bosom of the earth
Transformed into Acantha

Shipwrecked of his youth

Striving to receive
A puffing kiss of love
A tender touch of care

This pauper

Embalmed in woe

Enjoying a solemn feast of nothingness
Who hunger drives to seek morsels

Why not

Bestow him with the tree of life

Let him not, for pity’s sake

Spend long hours at your door

Stretch a hand to him like mother Leto
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